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OF LOVE AND PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH

Feast of the Sovereign Pontiffs

July 11, 1880

Today, dear Sisters, we celebrate the feast
of all the Sovereign Pontiffs, —- of all those
who-have successively passed on the seat of St.
Peter, suffering, spending their life for the
salvation of souls, for the good of the Church,
This feast ought to help us to renew within our-~
selves love for the Church, to pray especially
for the needs of the Church which are so many
and so great do-day! The Church suffers in so
many countries!

What is the Church, dear Sisters? It is
the assembly of the faithful under its legiti-
mate pastors, The Church therefore, is the as-
sembly of the faithful: all baptised persons
belong to the Church., What is not done at this
moment to snatch baptised souls from the action
of Jesus Christ, from the action of the Church,
from the action of legitimate pastors?

It is one of the greatest motives for pray-
er, for sacrifice, for efforts on oneself: to
obtain the salvation of many souls which are ex-
posed to a series of evil undertakings against
the Church —- the souls of children, for example,
who can offer no resistance, If they are not
taught what is good, if nobody applies himself
to destroy in them the evil roots left by ori-
ginal sin, can these poor souls defend themselves?
Are they not exposed to be lost? These are the
most innocent of the flock of Jesus Christj they
are defenseless; it is a masacre of innocents
and there are those who want to snatch them and
deliver them to the devil,

Prayer alone can react against this and



55
along with prayer, holiness. One ought to try
to put oneself in holy dispositions, in dispo-
sitions which are pleasing to God; to stimulate
one's prayer with greater self-renunciation,
greater love of God -~ in order to save many
poor souls, so that the power of God manifests
itself and, making itself known, God may scat-
ter hig enemiess

It is certain that if prayer iz ardeunt i
during unfortunate times, it can turn away ca-
lamities. We have examples of graces thus ob-
tained. During the barbarian invasions, Stc Leo
stopped Attila before Rome; in France, we see
Ste. Genevieve stopping them before Paris; Ste
Loup, at Troyes, St. Aignan at Orleans. If
these Saints were able to do this it was because
of the power they had before God in being his
perfect servants.

£t this moment, it is above all the reli-
cious who ought to exert every effort to hecome
nerfect gservants of God. ilay each onz2 of you,
ty the iantimate knowlecdge cof vourselves —~= of
wnat vou oudn®t to reject and of what youw ought
<2 xeep, seek to sanctify vourseives so as to
nere powerful in prayer and thus become a
i o the Church,

ON FATTH

July 18, 188&C

", dear Sisters,
i want to-day to call your att=xntion to
ne words read tnis morning at the Gospels
1 Lord said to his Apostles: "I call you
rviends, I shall not call you servents anymore'.
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These words of Our Lord can be applied to us
also: we are no longer servants. Certainly
we are servants in the sense which made Our
Lady say: "I am the handmaid of the Lord';
(L. 1, 38) but we are more than that, since

we are Our Lord's spouses., It is to us that
these other words are addressed: "I appointed
you to go out and to bear fruit, fruit that
will last" (Jn. 15,16). What is this fruit,
dear Sisters? Why have we been called to this
Corngregation? So that we may bear fruit and
this fruit mey last,

Think of all the Corngregations, all the
religious Orders. What is precisely the abun~
dant fruit that the first religicus cf these
Orders or Congregations have borne? Many did
not do greal ihings; nevertheless they borc
fruit, the fruiti of good example ard the prac-
tice of all rejigicus virtues., This is the
excellent fruit Our Lord ezpectis of his spouses
and that we hezve tc bear =c tlat it lasts,

Dc ;o r1evember St Glare? What did she
do? She went in sypite of many cbstacles, tc
enclcose herself in a little mongstery which I
saw at Assisi..... 1t is there that she lived
in roverty, wiih some religious, enclcsed and
unknewn ic tig worldy nevertheless they bore
fruit and thati {ruit{ has ‘asted., What was this
fruit? It e very imporiant tc study this, =c
as to seek whicu is the main fruit Qur Lora
expects of us.

At times one is prone to think that one is
a good teacher, that the children succeed,; that
one is a goocd lalker: Dbut this fruit is not
worth muchy I ehall come back on this subject.

The mcst important fruit is the fruit of
a holy 1life, which is the foundaticn of a reli-
gious Congregation. The rememberance of these
beginrings will teach those who will enter later
on how to lead a holy life, for we have been
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"appointed to bear fruit, fruit that will last",
One cannot sufficiently ask oneself this ques—
tion: "What is the fruit I bear? 1Ig my whole
life really a life of abnegation, obedience,
humility, poverty, regularity? Are these the
examples I have given in my work, during ill-
riess, during my whole life, and which I shall
leave after my death? Will they be able to say:
"How one would wish to live as this sister has
lived, +to work, to be ill ard to die in her
dispositiong?"

In order to dc¢ this and to have the spiri-
tual strength for ity I shall now point out
what is its foundation. A1l religious in gene-
ral and specially the religious of the Assump-
tion should have a great spirit of faith, The
more faith we have, the more we shall bear
fruit; the more we shall look at things the
way God looks at them, the more we shall be~
come what the Congregation wants of us. Each
Congregation has its own spirit; our spirit
consists in being enlightened by the light of
faith, the light of prayer which sovld illu~-
mine our whole life; our spirit is to put all
things which faith shows us as important, in-
finitely above all things prized by the pure-
ly human mind. The fruit for a religious of
the Assumption is to leave aside this life of
earth, the life of the senses in order to show
a great spirit of faith towards all earthly
things.

You all know, Sisters, what is the virtue
of faith, It is g supeérnatural virtue infused
at baptism, and which makes us say: "I believe,
I am a Christian", Tt is a virtue which goes
Godwards, and what we believe is not necessa—
rily what our intelligence judges as wise.

But we believe in God, in the divine truths
revealed which will lead us to eternal life,
that is, to the supreme good,
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God gives us light. He puts into our
soul grace, throvgh which we firmly believe
in this light given to the Church, brought tc
earth by his only Son..... But =0 that this
virtue may blaze out, shine and be powerful
in us, so that this grace brought bty the sac-
rament may be greater, we must ask for its
increase. The Apostle St. Peter said: "Lord,
increase my faith." (Lk. 17,5) We should say
to God everyday: '"Lord, I believe all you
teach, but increase my faith, Let it pervade
my whole life, and let the spirit of faith
seize me more completely."

All the virtues of our state of life
should rest on the spirit of faith. We should
ask for faith not only for ourselves, but also
for others. We should be full of zeal and in
a habitual prayer we should ask for those who
already believe, courage ard firmness in their
faiths How many souls have been baptized anc
later have denied this divine faith, How many
trust more to their own reason than to the ways
and thoughts of faith, because these do not
agree with their own thoughts and also with
the disorder of their hearts. We should so
pray for them so that faith may be kept in our
country, in the places where the Church has
been established, so that it may shine and be
stronger in those consecrated to the works of
faith, such as priests, religious, lay apos-
tles, and ask God that it may not be the hu-
man spirit but the spirit of faith which ins-
pires them and guides them.

I shall speak now of the children we have
in our care., I told you before that to make
them succeed in their studies was not very
important. The main thing is to establish
faith in the soul of the children, to make
them ream Christians who, through faith, do
the work Our Lord taught us to do, who love
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Cihrist, his Church, truth, and live by the
truth, This requires a tremendous effort.
Their intelligence should be peretrated by the
light of faith; their heart too, sc that they
may hate sin and have a lively faith., When one
knows what sin is, that it separates us from
the sovereign good, it is the evil one fears
mcst, This does not mean that no one will ever
fall into it, but if some one with deep faith
gins, anguish and remorse will seize her soul
ntil she makes a cenplete Lreak with this
dreadful evil,
Firally, let us ask for curselves and for

cthers a srontaneous faith. 1 mean by this a
deer rocted faiil, arient and livelyy which re-
sents any cffence made {c God, %o the Crucifix,
the Virgin Mary and the Saints. ¥He should ask
for this real leve which prizes all we possesgs
in the surernatural, divine craer, vhich leade
us te eternal 1ifs,

Touould nsve efill much to tell you,
Don't forget syecially to ask for a great faiti,
wWweighing according ‘o faith ererything in your
tife; yrour werk, your sifi'iculties, your likes
and dislizes, helding as Jitile what faith dees
net consider i--criani,
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Feast of St. Peter in Chains
August 1, 1880

How we should build on the rock which
is Jesus Christ, which is the Church,
through the sacrifice of ourselves,

I have, my dear Sisters, but a few words
to say to you about today's feast, about St.
Peter whom we honor under this name, the ob-
ject of our devotion, for Our Lord said to him:
"You are Peter and on this rock I will build
my Church." (Mat.16:18)

As one of the Fathers whose homily we read
in the Office said, there is but one rock which
is Jesus Christ., It is on Our Lord Jesus Christ
that we are founded, that all is built; but
Our Lord has deigned to make of the Church his
mystical body, so that he has given St. Peter
this prerogative which also makes him the rock
on which we build. We build for eternity, that
is what one calls to edii'y: +to edify one's
neighbor, to bring about his salvation,

In each one of our actions, we build for
eternity, because we believe, because we place
ourselves on the rock, first on this cornerstone
which is Jesus Christ, and on this rock which
is the faith of the Church. But how do we
build? This is the second question one should
ask., We build on sacrifice., St. Peter built
through sacrifice, through renunciation. Our
Lord Jesus Christ had foretold him: '"Somebody
else will put a belt around you and take you
where you would rather not go."(Jn.21:18). Af-
ter his conversion he was led where he would
nots All the Apostles have likewise built
through sacrifice,

What a life that of the Apostles, sent by
Our Lord Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth!
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What a life that of St,. Thomas, for éxample,
who travellegd through Indiga and who probably
went as far as America and Japan, - ang you
know how difficult the means of communication
were at that time, What a life that of Ste
Peter and st, Paul. They gave themselves en—
tirely to the évangelization of the world,
They were bound, despised, betrayed, enclosed
in the frightful Prisons of which one can have
an idea by Visiting the Mamertine Prison, ang
they were finally killed, It is then through
sacrifice that they built,

But let us not only consider in them the
exterior sacrifice, that of suffering, isola-
tion, bérsecution; let ys consider above al]
the interior sacrifice, They think no longer
of themselves, They have given up all for
Jesus Christ, No longer individualistic, they

they start g work and they do not have the con-
solation of finishing ite They leave their fa-
milies, their relatives for Jesus Christ, going
to the ends of the world and never seeing then
again, There ig nothing more of self, no more
question of selfy in their words, in their
epistles, If st. Paul is obliged to speak of
himself +to answer the accusations of the Jews,
he defends himself, he apologizes for it saying:
"I am a fool, a madman, to have spoken in this
way of myself " And if he ig obliged to speak
well of himself, he then speaks of the most
humiliating things, One feels that the Apostles
do not take into account either self or their
own life; they are only busy €vangelizing,
making Qur Lord Jesus Christ known,

You know what St. Paul saig when they
came to tell him that others preacheq in the
name of Jesus Christ to make the Jews and the
Romans doubt the truth of his words, He
answered: '"What doeg it matter to me that the
name of Our Lord be announced by honor or by
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ignominy, as long as this name is known, adored
served, and that all goes towards him."

One should often check oneself on this sub-
jecte We build on the rock which is the Church,
which thanks be to God, is whole in our sculs;
but we should not build with straw, with materials
which the wind blows away: the esteem of peogple,
success, self-satisfaction., Onre has to build on
sacrifice, a sacrifice which goes into one's
very depth.s This is the work of every day, of
every age; one should therefore search and see
wherein self-love still lies in us, for self-
love should be detested. All that is attached to
"me", all that remains of self-love under one
form or another, all that should be done away
with, Whether I be in consolation or not, whe-
ther I like what I am doing or not, whether I
meet opposition, do not enjoy the trust, the eu-
teem of my superiors, etce. ... all these thoughts
show self-love; and as there is a great danger of
this fault developing in old age, (we see this in
people outside) it is necessary to work at des—
troying it. In all that we say, in all that we
do, it should not be self-love that should show
itself, but the desire of the glory and service
of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

We are building a religious Congregation,
There is none among us whose words, whose example,
whose behavior does not contribute to the build-
ing of this religious Congregation. What does
it matter what each of us does! She works not
for herself but upholds a religious Congregation.
When the swallow goes to look for the straw with
which she builds her nest, it is for herself
that she works, But when the religious does
something, it is not for herself that she works
but for God; so that those who will enter this
Congregation find there their sanctification.

This is one of the most practical points
over which one should constantly examine oneself,
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One must search, nornirg and evening, in one's
words, in one's actions, one's preoccupation,
one's recreations, wherein self-love comes inj
and make an effort to destroy all that is sel-
fish, strive to live always detached of self
and from earthly things. Be ready to go here
and there, to be sick or in good health, to do
always the same thing, the same work, if this
is the will of God. Father Lacordaire said:
"The crown of eternity never falls more straight
from heaven than on a head whitened in the humi-
lity of hard work."

It is the sure way of building well. It is
what blessed Rodriguez, lay brother and porter
of the Jesuits in Portugal did., He built much
not only because he edified, was canonized; but
because his conversation, his prayers, his zeal
brought forth (without his doing anything but
praying and loving God) a number of evangelical
workers in the Company of Jesus., One thinks
that blessed P, Claver had drawn his zeal, his
humility, his spirit of mortification and of
prayer from the example of the poor lay brother
who did not give any talks or sermons, but
edified in silence,

Everytime you celebrate a feast of St.
Peter, think of building on the rock by means
of sacrifice, St. Peter, after the resurrection,
gave himself totally to the service of Our Lord.
He who was so fiery, so affectionate, who could
not do without the presence of the Master, who
was always ready to serve him, went traveling
all over the world, not looking for any other
consolation than that of glorifying himj; and
he was thus that rock on which we should build
imitating the example of the Apostles.
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The moTe one uadvances in tlie religious life,
in perfection, in prayer, ithe more one shoulcd ur~
derstand God Who is All and the nothingness of
created things. Created things withcut dcubt
are something, since God made them; but they are
something only in relation to their end. St.
Ignatius explains marvelously well, that while
man is made for God, that while his wiclcr con-—
sists in knowing God who made him to his image
and should return to God who is his end, created
things are made for man in view of God. It is
not so that man may use and atuse then =1 will,
that he usurps them, that he make tnex .t plca=-
sure and his end in this world; bu® thew ave In-
tended to serve a higher end, that of teadiny
man to Gode

It is useful therefore before a retreat to
return with a spiritual outlook to this great
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orinciple. Whatever form you give to your re-
treat, it is necessary to go back over these
first truths, whether you take them as they are
exposed in the exercises of St. Ignatius, or as
they are in your catechism which teaches you
that man was made to know God, love him and serve
himj and since all created things should con-
verge towards this end, one can begin by this
work of the mind which consists in telling or.e-
self: "I should be in the order of Wisdom, I
am the spouse of him Who is Uncreated Wisdom,
and I have chosen to be counted not among the
foolish virgins, but among the wise ones who
hold their lamps in their hands, who keep it
burning with o0il and who use it to light their
way. But does Wisdom preside over all my ac-
tions? In the course of the year what use have
I made of created things?"

This thought which can occupy only one me-—
ditation during the retreat, can be the object
of several reflexions in the preparation for
the retreat and I urge you to ask yourselves:
"What have created things been for me? Have
they been an obstacle, have they been an at-—
traction, have they been the cause of sharp
contradiction or of desolations? Have I, in
practice, with regard to the things of life,
acted as one for whom the things of time are
of 1little importance and who seeks to establish
herself and actually makes herself indifferent
towards all created things, in such a way as to
prefer always the holy will of God?"

Created things are a means, in themselves
they are indifferent, they should be chosen
only in as far as they lead us to our end
which is God. That is why in the religious
state we renounce things which in the world
have the greatest attraction for creatures.

One locks for beauty in creatures, for pleasure
in creatures, for possessions, well-being,
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amusement, enjoyment, soft ness, For us, we
Seéparate ourselves fronm all that, and to this
end that God be the sole purpose of tlie rela—
tions we have with createq things,

Because of temptations from the devil or
from the weakness of our own nature, it may hap-
pen that a small created thing is an obstacle,
St. Terese says that even in the most cloistereqd
monasteries, a certain roint of honor may enter:
esteem, preoccupation over one's work, over one's
health. A11 this enters into the order of crea-
ted things, and Our Lord teaches us that in
these things, what is most painful is what leads
us most surely to our end: resemblance to Our
Lord Jesus Christ, union with God, the posses-
sion of God.

What did Our Lord Jesus Christ chooge
while on earth? Poverty, humiliation, suffer-
ing. Take these three virtues under the most
diverse forms that you may wish; his life con-
sisted in this., Hisg humility was perfect, his
obedience absolute, his work 0 lowly that 1la-
ter they will say of him: "Is not that a work-
man, "faber" - and the son of a workman, "filius
fabri"? Where dig he receive all this learning
since he has not been to school?" This is the
choice that Qur Lord made of the things of 1life,
For us, St. Ignatius Says, we do not have to
make a choice; but if there Wwas one, it should
be that which should bring us closest to the
suffering, the lowliness, the cross of Qur Lord,

These thoughts do not enter easily into the
minds of men; happy will you be, Sisters, if
they enter yours, even before entering your
heart. The heart follows in the long run the
understanding. It is necessary then to begin
by persuading the mind ang showing it which is
the real good. The rea] g0ood is what Wisdom
brings., Solomon teaches us this, he who had
received the fulness of Wisdom, Having let
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Be on the lock out if a thing is pleasant
to you, if it ig tc your liking, if tlere is
something for your own satisfaction; keep your-
selves close ic God, =o that your soul may
find God in all ihingse. May this te your rlea-
sure, may this be your will, may this be for
you the beginning ard the end. Always have your
eyes raised towards him who drew you by love,
who wants to possess you in love ard whc wishes
your soul to be so pure that he will not re-
ceive it in heaven uniil after it has been pu-
rified by the fires in Purgatory, of hatits
that ere nol sinful rut imperfect.
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ON RELIGIOUS MODESTY: THE CUSTODY OF
OUR EYES AND OF OUR LIPS IS A POWERFUL
MEANS TO ADVANCE IN THE INTERIOR LIFE

August 22, 1880

We spoke last time of created things anz

of the nothingness of all these things consi-
dered in themselves. I would like tc cortinue
today the other side of this great question

of the union of our heart with God.

We must understand that God is all, that
we ought tc turn all our thoughts, all our
desires towards him: this is the basis of
our religious vocation.

When one enters religion, it is in orcex
to give oneself to God, to unite oneselfl tc
him as perfectly as possible, Why is it that
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after a certzin number of years in religion,
one is rnot very advanced in union with God?
What is the cause of this? Ii is an important
thins to evarine, and we must ask ourselves
often: "What hinders this union with Jesus
Christ for which I have entered religion?"

We must often lock at the principles that
one puts before novices, principles that they
do not always understand and from which they do
not always profit as they shouild. So, I am
going to touch on seemingly elementary matters:
religious modesty, for example. Among us, one
is not asked for a constrained religious modes-
ty; but nevertheless, religious modesty is re-—
quired. We must enter into the principles of
all spiritual authors who, all without excep-—
tion, speakk of the custody of the eyes, the
custody of the lips, the custody of the heart,
in a word, of the custody of the whole exterior.
Without any doubt, on these principles rest the
reconrendations that novices are given about
keeping the modesty of the eyes, of having
ther often lowered, of not raising them in the
places of prayer and of silence. They do not
always understand very well the reasons why this
is asked of them; they do it, but not alweys;
when they do it, they do rot put their heart
into it because they do not see its importance,

Certainly the custody of the eyes concerns
first of all, everything which is not good., In
convents it is extremely rare to find oneself
in circumstances where sne could see something
evily but we, religious, strive not only to
avoid sin, we are tending towards perfection.
We tend towesrds it every time we impose on our—
selves exterior mcaesty of the eyes; we avoid
looking at useless things, but this without
corstraint., You are not asked to turn your eyes
away fro: the face of your Sisters who, on tihe
contrary, could lead you to God; but when you
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I you want to be in the way of union with
God, your mind oughkt to gaze at som&éthing holy
which recalls to you the life of Qur Lord Jesus
Christ. If you look at all the butierflies that
are arcurd, it is impossible for your iind to
have tle strength to fix itself on spiritual
thiags.

I say this regarding the custody of the
eyes; but the custody of the lips is much rore
important still. This grayer: "Set, O Lord,

a guard at my mouth," (Ps.140,3) goes as far

back as the Saints of the 014 Testamenrt, as far
as the Prophets inspired by the Holy Spirit; it

is from David. It is, therefore, not only today,
nor yesterday, that it was recommended to keeg
guard over one's words, I said just now that we
must not look at the butterflies which are arourd.
One is accustomed in the world to speak quite

like a butterfly that flies from flower to flower;
one talks for the sake of talking, one says words
without sense, one talks to tell always the same
story. Are not the visits, the conversatiors of
the persons of the world corpletely meaningless?
It is like the noite of the mill and that prevents
the spirit from remaining within itself. Leaving
the world, ore may have kept something of this
habit. Ore must then make an effort to guard
one's lips with regard to usceless wordss; I would
not say with regard to sinful words: a religious
would naturally dread them.

Here, we do not ask you to write your exa-—
men; however, we have to make two examens a day.
Heve you thought of taking as the subject of your
examen to see if any of your words care from a
little passion, impatience, for example? Are
there not a certain number of your words that
come from impatience? Is it not true that fol-—
lowing a movement of self love, of annoyance
from an observation, of desire to be approved,
one says words which rroceed from one of these
sources of pride, of touchiness, of self love?
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nality of the neighbor is always boring; you
have exnperienced it as I have. One bears the
Personality of cthers, and one esteems a per-—
son boring ir the Neasure that she is gelf-
seeking,

It is necessary then to aspire to have g
conversation which is good and consoling for
others in order to fulfill well the Precept of
the Rule on recreation which says: '"Let the
Sisters take care not to bore one another,"

It is necessary that the recreation be g rest
for self and for others and that the words re-
dound to tie glory of God,

Do you see the difference? When you cught
tc speak let all your words be good, charitable,
devoid of all the bad elements which, sooner or
later lead 4o sin,

volous, that dissipate your mind: "A great
talker will never become very spiritual," said
St. Chantal, ang T believe that this is true,

A person who talks much will never be a soul
taken up with holy things and wholly absorbed

in union with Qur Lord Jesus Christ, Al1 that is
said to a religious during her noviciate, but it
is good to say it again to her sometimes, Be-
cause if a religious failed in it constantly

and dissipated her mind by useless words, it
would be difficult for her to advance in the
life of prayer. God gives himself to us with

an extreme generosity; in return, he demznds
certain sacrifjces on our part. You agre not
asked for heroic, extraordinary things; you are
asked to keep some religious modesty, attertion
to silence ang to perfection of words when you

are obliged to speak, Everybody can do it.s Ask
this grace from God ang that of rénewing your-
self often in this,
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Avgust 29, 1880
I spoke to
over one's glanc
tand well that

S
gcing on wvithir, Lo
say: that person, in her extericr.
pride, softness; she has a haugi: i,
cf indolence, The extericr mani
in the heart and the worde dc it

Lomere
for Our Lord said: "A good nan drawy good thinge
frem his store of goodness." (Mat.lZ:}S)
The Rule of St, Augustine tells us: "Do

not say that rour intention is nure if your ex—
terior is nct modest," that is to say, that the
attitude is regulated by the heart, by the
thoughts, the sentimerts, by all that compriscs
the interior man., In tkis way, let a religiouvs
of the Assumption alvays bear herself with mo-—
desty, frankness, good-will, humility, recol-
lection, because in the interior of her heart,
all is regulated, all is given to God, all is
i conformity with +he Gospel and with the dif-
ferert virtues which are recommended to us by
our Rule,

From the custody of the eyes and of the
lips, we must then come to the custody of the
heart. It seems to me thst it is al:solutely
necessary to remember,in the order of faith,
the importance of the heart of man to the eyes
of God Who possesses all perfection, or who
better still is perfection himself; God, who
in the unity of his nature and in the Trinity
of Persons in whom it subsists, finds from all
eternity the ;lenitude of knowledge and love,
of happiness and joy, Why is God in need of
man's heart and why does he attach so much im-
portance to what goes on in it? In order to
solve this question, it is necessary to recall
what faith teaches us
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God made them such that we may see in them,
witi *the intellectual power he has given us,
nis leve, inis gifts, a wvery imperfect image of
Lim, aad that from all thisgs, we could rise

up to him,

A child whose parents had taught fro:n
childhood to say always: '"Thank You, my God"
for all that she received , whether it was a
toy, a piece of bread, a dress, a fruit, be-
cause she saw the hand of God through the hand
of her parents, had been brought up well. That
is what we ought to do always. Intellectual
knowledge gives us the means to rise from all
things to God, and to affirm that all we re-
ceive comes to us from God.

When God created man, he endowed him with
the faculties which established in him all the
perfecticns of his nstural being. He added
grace to these gifts of neture. Then man could
know God not only through created beings but
through grace. God was known and loved because
he dwelt in the heart of man,

In order to be sc known and loved, God had
established a kind of relation which made man
like a child of God, which united him to God,
which gave him something like a ray from his
own light. This grace was lost. Since then,
every creature born on earth found himself
descended to an inferior state, to a state of
siny he needed two things in order to be saved.
First, he had to preserve the rememberance of
the time when he had known God and thereby ren—
der him homage. Secondly, that he have faith
in the promised Redeemer, through whom alone
he was to be saved, and that with this faith
and this love, he did good works on earth,

God in his goodness has deigned, in the
0ld Testament, to save those who had preserved
something of the thought, of the knowledge of
God, of faith and hope in the promised Redeener,
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This ig the secret of God., In the garden of Eden
God shcke wity his Creature. gng on earth, he
&ave him the knowledge of an eternal, all-power—
ful God, knowledge that we fing distorteq in
baganism, Therefore, God had wanted hig creg-
ture to lgve him, "God ¥ heart was grievegn

Say the Scriptyres (Gen, 656) when his creature
gave himself over entirely to Sin. Then he wan-

heart of Maie  God made the heart of man Canable
of loving nim and he €xpects frop him, o love
which ought to pe one of the accidenta] 8lories
of the divinity, and to which the heart of God

I woulg like to draw frop this what con-
cerns ys, What T have ggig is but g brelude to
what I have to say, St Ignatiysg does thig too,
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perfect, eternal, sovereign, infinitely good

God, whose perfections are his essence, wvhose good
ness is his essence, whose bezuty is his essence;
he observes how you seek to love him above all
things. It is necessary then not to waste a
single moment., This is the only thought with
which I will leave you today.

ON WATCHFULNESS OVER ONE'S HEART
(continued)

September 5, 1880

In speaking to you the last time on watch-
fulness over one's heart, I tried to make you
understand that man here below was the only crea-
ture that could conceive the idea of goodness,
of bveauty, of power, of invisible holiness, of
attaching oneself to it by a love of preference
to 211 that is seen, 1 also recalled to you
that here below, there are creatures who attach
themselves to other creatures whom they believe
to be ideally good, ideally beautiful, and
which are not Godj they attach themselves to
ther passionately to the extent of sacrificing
themselves completely including their ideas,
their opinions., I also said that there are
creatures on earth who are attached to God whom
they do not see, and have thus become this in-
numerable army of the saints that we venerate
in heaven,

God created man in order to bestow grace
on him immediately. Since the fall, man is born
in a ginful state, ignorant, inclined to inferior
things. The soul is wounded by sin and corse-—
aguently, it is weak, less capable of attaching

itgelf "o invisible things than man before the
fall,
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If one comnares the grace that Adam re-—
ceived, the grace that enlightened and sancti-
fied him with the grace that restores us, which
is more precicus? In many passages of Scrip-
tures, one sees that the grace which restores
us is more precious than the grace which Adam
received, because, in the final analysis, it
is through this grace that we have Jesus Christ,.
That is why the Church says: "0 felix culpa...

0 happy fault which won for us such a Redeemer,

Certainly, the first man could expect Jesus
Christ; he could hope for him., But what dif-
ference there is between an expectation, a hope
and the very possession of our Lord Jesus Christ
who came on earth to give himself to us. It is
true that we are born sinners; but hardly are
we born than baptism effaces original sin and
infuses in us faith, hope, charity. Grace in-
forms our soul and supernaturalizes it; we be-
come temples of the Holy Spirit and the Holy
Trinity descends in us. Happy the soul if this
first grace is preserved in her always! happy
is she if what makes God love the soul of a child
and dwell in her heart is never lost; and if
after the first light, the first dawn of grace,
she remains faithful. Behold the true watch-
fulness over our heart.

I cannot help making you notice what a beau-
1iful day it is to speak about watchfulness over
the heart since it is the feast of the holy and
immaculate Heart of Mary. Here is a heart al-
ways preserved by God, always sanctified, always
increasing its treasure, always responding to
grace by an ever greater love, and finally at-
taining the last degree of perfection by suffer—
ing, by sacrifice, by a very hard life which
made the Blessed Virgin worthy to be called
Queen of Martyrs, Mary arrived at the summit
of all perfection, above all the Angels and the

Saints by the purity and fidelity of her immacu-
late heart,
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aur eary. To =ncwW JCL, TC
. joc, tieé Secornd Per-—
ssed Trini-., descenced on earth

1

ve us, He has left us his word,
and hies sacraments to sanciify us,
f:g Church wlich teaches us anc leads us., But
i+ lLiappens that we sin, 2o Qur Lercd has rtre-
pared for the sinful scul the s=zcrament oI Pe-
nance. Good will suffices for *he tlood of

Our Leord Jesue Christ 2o ve noured

hH

soul, giving it grace, Tien wWe Tre n

vy “he very flesh of Our Lerd Jesus C

receive Our Lord who coes to taxe ©c 103
of our heart by hie fiesh, by his bloecd, i his

zacrifice; hecause the sncrifice of
-tere the btiood of Our Lord is shec is *he sare
sacrifice 2s thot of Calvary.

For ug, religious, ihere is oti zcre~
thing more. One day, God called us to hir to
Le consecrated to him, and we can say: 'I have
tlie happiness of telonging to God, to be a vir-
=iny I ar consecrated to God, I have chosen
nim. I have left all for wim.'" We must now see
what ohblizations result from ikis.

Let us take for instance St, Catherine of
Sienna, They do not want her to belong *to Jesus
Chirist; her parerts orpose becoming a religious.
Well, ste is happy tc be everybody's servart,
she is hapry to remain hidden under the stairsy
ar? --her. they no lorger wart to leave her in
thie solitude, she is happy to do all the werk
5§ zhke house, provided she is nct otliged =o

P

zccert arn earthly rarrisge. She dwells in the

irteriar cell that she has made for herself in

~he derths of her heart anc she always fircs
e divine Spouse therein,

A
Zca hes done much for us. In the naitural
crder, he mede us half-angels ard half-creatures

of the earth. There is sciething of ar argel in
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us: the possibility of knowing God, of hono-
ring ard glorifying him. All that comes from
above, all that prompts us to say: "We bless
You, Lord, we adore You, we praise You, we give
You thanks," as it is said in the "Gloria',

all this is proper to the angels, all this is
Not the prerogative of inferior creatures; and
that is why we ask ceaselessly to be united witl
the Angels in order to sing with them: "Sanc-~
tus, Sarctus, Sarictus,"

As there is somzthing of ar argel in us,
there is equally scmething of an inferior crea-
ture; and ze all human temptations car come
our way, we have to keep what is argelic and
not to allow the least place to what is of our
animal nature., I dc not speak of ugly matters,
But it is proper to the animal to love its mas-
ter or all other creatures which give it its
focd, to love because it finds sympathy; this
is not proper to the angel., The natural attrac-
tion which inclines us towards ourselves, this
attraction is not supernatural, it is not divine
it does not even belong to the higher part of
our nature,

A man said that in charity, which is the
most noble of sentiments, there are two things:
to love ard to be loved., To love, to devote
oneself to others, to wish their good, to wish
it to all, one never goes to excess in this
points but to be loved, it is from there that
all imperfections, all miseries come, As few
persons in their relations with creatures con-
tent themselves to love them without seeking
anything for themselves and only because God has
pawe 2 Fm them his image, we must guard our
neari .oward creatures, in such a way that they
do not preoccupy us, they do not absorb our in-
terest ard we do not seek in them a selfish
pleasure,

But we must above all guard our heart towar:
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ourselves. A creature who is no* yet neaxr God
loves most herself., In one way or the other,
she falls back continually on herself, with re-
gard to her health, her pleasure, her affections,
her different quests. However, if we want to
keep our heart for God, to imitate the Blessed
Virgin and the Saints, it is necessary that no-
thing in our heart be for us. St. Francis of
Sales said: "If I knew that in my heart there
would be a single fiber which were not for God,
I would uproot it right away, even though it
would be stained by blood." See by that how all
the fibers of the heart ought to be for Ged.

We must guard our heart with regard to crea-
tures, with regard to oneself and with regar
to everything which can capture it on earth,

It is said that St. Dositheus was attached to

a knife. This seems extraordinary for suclh a
mortifies saint; but it is claimed that he could
only advance in perfection when he had given up
this knife. See how one can hcld on to a little
thing.

Madame Louise de France, who perhaps will
be canonized some day, and who had been holy
enough for us to follow her example, said th=t
she herself began to walk mocre firmly in the
service of God when she lost her Mistress of
Novices who had initiated her in the service
of God, on whom she relied and who seemed to te
her support.

See how jealous God is, how he wants ab-
solutely to detach our heart from all things,
to separate it from all things and to keep it
perfectly. Our Lord Jesus Christ said to his
Apostles: "It is for your own good that I anm
going, because unless I go, the Holy Spirit, the
Advocate will not come to you." (Jn.16,7) The
Apostles could not receive the Holy Spirit as
long as they knew Our Lord in human fashion,



long as they enjoyed nis presence, Sacri-
“lce wer necessary so that the Apostles would
be led to *he nossession of Jesus Christ by
faith, in order that the Holy Spirit would
come to ©ill the with his presence and his
light. I do not wish to say by that, that you
ought to keep your heart from OQur Lord. We
do nct enjoy his human oresence; it is only
threugl faith, through prayer and the sacra-
ments, through what is invisible to human eyes,
that we possess him., You can therefore turn
Jour heart towards Our Lord; you can let your-—-
self go in this direction with an ardent im-
petuosity., because you will never love him
enougl, you could never sufficiently attach
yourself to lLim,

One of the consoling voirts of view for
us who live close to Our Lord is that we know
Our Lord, we xnow his words, the sentiments of
his reart, his desires. He himself said:
"Learn from me for I am gentle and humble of
heart," It is easy for us to imitate him. It
is true that we nust want this, but after all,
we know what he loved, what he called blessed.
We do not know the features of his face; but
Wwe can conceive for ourselves some idea of his
appearance, his simplicity, his goodness,

A holy soul asked Our Lord in the secret
of her soul: "Lord, what have you to tell me?
I lay my soul open to yous;" and Qur Lord an-
swered her: "I am goodness itself." That is
true, what a soul has most need of to know and
understand is that Our Lord is goocress itself,
"I am gocciness, " Qur Lord replies to earnest
prayer. Each one of you ardently desires some-—
thing, at least I hope so. Each one of you asks
either a greater love, or a greater faith or
surely, holiness and the virtue that you need
most. Each one has some special needs that she
states to Qur Lerd., IT you state them with
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This is mot surprising; he was demanding

1 ¥ thic saint, because she wees ir
intimcte terms with Jesus Christ and calie
by him to & great »urity of love.

I wouvlc like to end and yet there is
sometrning that I carnct keep mysel?® from
tellix; you. God is in us and he lives in
raxn in three ways., First, by his essence
ke is ir us and we in him; he dwells in
the most intimate part of ourselves in
order %tc malre us exist. Tha* is true of
ever;” crasTire, even ~I evil men,

Secordly, he dwells ir us by his grace
According tc spirituaal authors, we can re-
ver Le assolutely sure ¢ Leing in the
grace -1 Goc., We believe 4o be ir it when
we commuriicate; and wier we have sz etair,
ve seek to wash i. bty the sacrarment oF
Penarce; we seek to excite in ourselvese
a lively contrition that effaces 211 +le
stains conrntracted by failing in some vir-
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tue; therefcocre we can believe that Our
Lord dwells in us by his spirit. God dwell
with Jcoy i the souls of the just, of

tiose who are in a state of grace. Th
soul oI the jJjust is a dwelling which is
rleasing tc him and this is what makes

2im say: "My delights are to be with the
scns of men." (Prov. 8,31) He takes plea-
sure in instructing the soul, guiding it,
enlightening it to set it on fire., You

can ask Our Lord t~o do that in you, to rer-
der is presence more intimate in your
heart. He is there, but nis splendor, his
lignhts are still wveiled, because our

)

heart is not a very nure crystal thrours:
witicl: God cor shine.

Yeu muet tllen puriiy your neart, de-
tach it from ezrthily things, enter within
yoursel? ir adoratisn in cider to fird
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w0 lives in it and win wanis to sanc-
s you. You must put yourself before
se Christ, infinite coiness who can
tring in you if yosu are outside yo 'r-
if you live in =i atmosphere that
unds you. It is for this reason tnat
l" Scripture says: "Sihrers, erter witn-
in your heart;" (Is 4E,7) Tind in Lt Jess
Chris®t because "the kin dom o7 God iz
within you." (Lk.15,21)
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Finally, tre masisre oI tie suirivuec
ife say tha* Zl.ere is =z Tiird necitetiorn
Our Lord in the soul., There is sore-

X

a7 te Jesus Cnrist,
.z ir the soul mere
11 ir a soul erntire-
1

4\4
Ling which gives
ick renders ..is
agreeavle: it is

iy sgiven to the spiritual life, She hras
vernounced cver.thing, she is a consecrated

virgin, given tc Jesus Cirist oy the ~ovws
5# poverty, clhastity o sLeuience, ai.d
site has notnrnirg or tilau. Jesuse
Christ, This is a itatior of

certein n
zrace, out grace Tull -7 tenderness, Jes s
Christ showers uporn ner more gifts to pu-
rify her more, Iie can present these some-
+imes under a form o7 purification and of
sacrifice.,

The Blesseda Tirgi: vias very oLy and

verfect wi.ein ghe wWasg Le- <o Calvary. We
aust rot telieve thazs e presence of Our
Lord 1is always expresse d oy consolation;
it is often by sccrifice ard by the efforts

that he asks oi us, in crder to attain the
virtues to whicl l.is grace invites us.
Because Jesus Christ wants you to be holy,
he warnts to cut a - d a;;ain all the
lirks witich etill , Tto purify an
canctify you more cad ou finally
1o .eavell.

Certairly St. Cecllia was very noly,
wiier sS..e passec Throuph: that Terw itle
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FEAST OF T:iE MATERNITY OF OUR LADT
Octover 10, 1380

i3

»E BLESSED VIRGII. IS OUR IMODEL Il TEE
I,0VE AWD IMITATIOI 2F CUR LORD

a7
they could nave 3
vr Ledy. Tuhis pre-
ig ne geli-seeizing In
ar dealings axre alweal s
s spirit, oy our Lovre

for Our Lord and Our Lady.
We celebrate tods, tlie feast ol the
Maternity of Our Lady. It is a great joy
for ler dausnters to talk about her from
time 1o time; and St. Bernard says that it
is good to try teo talk about her ever if we
cannot do it as site deserves, We can never
speak well enough about so much virtve, diz-
rity, natural and superratural perfections;
However it is alwesys z£ood tc do what is
withir our nower, to try to speak abcocut her
and *hus show nhner our love. You have heard
this morning the besutiful liturgy of tne
Mass. In the O0ffice of tne Maternity, the
Churcl: recalls all the words in the Sapien-
tial Books wnich are applicable to Our Lad; .
The literal meaniwg refers o course 10
Our Iord. It is ke, the Word of Goa, Un-
create’ Wisdom, who can say: "Before all
aces, ir the beginning, the Lord created 5., .
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When he established the heavens, then was

I by his side, a master crafisman, delight-
ing him day after day, at play everywhere
in his world." (Prov.8,3) However, the
Church applies these words not only to the
Divine Word but to Our Lady as well. How
can this be? It is because in the plan of
the Incarnation, this mystery which was to
give God all honor and glory, through which
every creature goes back to God, Our Lady is
related to Our Lord, as being the first af-
ter him in the divine thought. From all
ages in the mind of God, Jesus and Mary
were the object and the model of the world,
the reason for which God created it.,

We can say this even if we have to ad-
mit that the mystery of the Incarnation was
brought about by the fall of man; for in
God's foreknowledge, Adam's fall was known
like the rest, and the mystery of reparation
was part of the divine plan, The other
point of view is simpler. The world was
created for Jesus Christ and Our Lady, and
through Jesus Christ it was to return to
God. Even without sin, in the divine plan
everything returns to God through Jesus
Christ and necessarily thrcugh Ovir Lady
who is the intermediary through whom Jesus
Christ has been given to us. It is of her
that it is said: "For the man who finds
me, finds life. Happy the man who day after
day watches at my gates, listening to me."
(Prov.8, 34-35)

You see how encouraging these words are
for the mission we have in this world of
making Our Lord and the Blessed Virgin
Mary known. All our actions should have
this aime. Our life is spent between prayer
and action.,

Through prayer, we try to know Our
Lord, we enter into him and let our soul



)
O

be illumined by his light.

Through education we make him krown
to the world., It is rot only by sucl ana
such counsel, or by such and such lessors
that we make him knowrn, but kty the totality
of the work that we have to do for the cliil-
dren under our care. They come to us hard-
ly knowing Our Lord and tihe Rlessed Virgir.
We should try to make of them trae Christians
nodeled after Jesus and Mary.

With this, I go back to tne words read
to you from thie Rule. W.at is most impor-
tant in our apostolic work? It is the care
taken not to say or do anytiing That co:la
not have veen said oxr done y Our divine

-+©=

Lord or ..is Bless=d Motler. If we are faith-
ful to t.is rule whatever be Tthe wdorx ve ¢o
in the hwouse; if at *lLe kitc en, cnue serves
with humility and chearity; i7 in one's su-
servisior, one is sell possossed and acts
25 a perfect religions; i7 y.iile teachinT,
one brings a spirit of Taiti, sim»nlicity,
jrimility, the children will be able to see
everywhere people ui.ose actions are such
that they could have been done by Our Lord
and tlie Blessed Virzin; neosle whose wordas
are not unwortihy ou ciiildrern of Our Lord
arnd the Blessed Virgin; for we spa:ses of
Jesus Christ and dauchters o’ Our Lady.

L=t us ask for this grace today; let us
have often Lefors ~ur eyes Our Lady holding
in her aras the Child Jesus, SO beautiful,
so gentle, so loving.

Holy Chu=ch loves to pitt beforsz our
syes the picture of Jesus in Our Lady's
armns. She carries him and he carvies the
world. This Ls very true. In his little
hands, gcntle, beautiful and gracious, *he
Cchild Jesus holds the world and he holds
us too. Everyday we 3sayv to God: Into
your hands, O Iord, 1 commend my spirit.
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se’ ] then, today let us commend ourselves fre-
quently teo his litile handés that are divine, so
pure, so sweet, so holy, where we can place all
our decstiny.

There is arother passege ci the Scriptures
which 1 heve often mentioned to you: "As the
ejes of @ servant are fixed on the hanc of lier
rmistress, sc our eyes are fixed on the Lord our
God." (Ps.122,2) Have your eyes fixed on the
hands of +*he Child Jesus, ticlure to yourselves
that in treze hands your destiny is placed,
sour selvesicn., your perfeciion, your future,
sour past, the forgiveness of your sins, and
everything you may need. From these lovalle
ard sdorable little hands, Jesus wanis to sho-
wer c¢r ;ycu hig moza rrecious graces, anc if he
taxes yvou entirely in his hande, it is in order
‘o save you for all eternity. I have no Tear
encoltraging you tc this devotion,

The Father who gave usg our retreat said
that one of his brothers used to spend long
hours contemplating ithe cap of the CLild Jesus;
for me I would rather contemplate the divine
hands of this 1ittle Child who carries the
world and say to ryself, '"I hope he hclds my
soul, my destiny, my desires and all my needs."
Later Jesus worked with his hands, hands which
are the olject of great respect and devotion,
When cne ibinke of i1, since he was 12 uyp to
the age of 30, Jesus gave himself 1c & humble,
arduous and cortinuous work. Later on these
same hands corsecrated for us the Holy Eucha-
rist. Everyday we repeat in the Canon of the
Mass, "Jesus, having taken the bread into his
holy and venerable hands, blessed it, broke it,
and gave it to his disciples." Everytime we
celebrate the Mass it is the hand of Jesus that
stretches over the altar., These divine hands
were nailed to the Cross and from hence flowed
the blocd of our Redemption.
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EXPLANATIGI? OF THE EVANGELICAL
PASSAGE CONCERKNING THE USE OF TALENTS

October 17, 1880

It is rather difficult not to worry about
the present situation (persecutions) and speak
of otker things; however I decided to speak to
you about the Gospel for the feast of Confessors
which we so often read. It is the parable of the
master who, before leaving for a jourrey, en-
trusts his servants with a certain amount of
money and after a while comes back and asks for
an account of each of the talents received. Ac—
cording to St. Gregory, this gospel is so sim~
ple that it needs not too much of an explana-—
tion; but it is important that we think often
of it, and it is for this reason that the Church
places it before our eyes at every feast of
Confessors. I have always been surprised to
see that according to the explanatior given by
St. Gregory, the five talents are taken as some-—
thing less important than the two talents, be-
cause the two talents stand for intelligence
and work. Putting aside this consideratior I
will take the five talents as representing the
faculties we have received from God: intellect,
will, memory, and speaking to women, I would
say, the heart too. I know well enough, that
the heart should follow the will, be united to
it and that in philosophical speculation it is
placed in the same category as the will. But
it is not so for us. Aside from the will, there
are the affectiors, there is something tender
and profound vhich is called the heart. Our
body and all its senses, everything has been
given to us by God. If any one among you thinks
she has a greater intelligence, a better memory
than others, a stronger will, a heart capatle
of loving, in short anything good in itself,
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sh.e should think also of the greater otligation
she has of rendering an account of alil that she
has received. That iz what Holy Mother Church
wants to remind us of by this Gospel; for there
is nothing that we have received which God has
not given us and of which he will demand from
us an exact account.

Up to now what have we done with our intel-
ligence? Have we used it for good and holy
things, from the time that we came to this world?
And can we say that from now on we will make
good use of it by applying it to things concern~
ing the kingdom of God? The intellect is used
not only for studies, but alsc for prayer; at
meditation one makes use of the intellect in
order to understand the divine mysteries. A
negligent, lazy person whose mind is filled
with a thousand vain thoughts, who is continual-
1y self-centered, is not making use of her in-
tellect during prayer in order to understand the
mysteries of Our Lord and draw from them the
practical applications for her conduct. I do
not mean only by meditation, for there are per-
sons — and I wish you would all be amorg them -—
whom Our Lord fills with his love and presence
in such a way, that they hardly have time for
considerations. This hapnens at times in the
beginning of religious life, when God wants to
draw a2 soul to himself; sometimes however this
happens at the end of our lives, when God has
taken full possession of the heart and the will,

When meditation is spent in this way, it
is a gond thing; you should remain in this dispo-
sition as long as Our Lord makes you feel his
grace, But during the day towards what is your
intellect directed? Is it directed towards the
things of God in order to know and understand
them better, or to the work entrusted to us in

order to accomplish it to the best of our abi-
lity for God?
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When God wilil ask an account of th® -ise
vou have made of your intellect, what will rcu
answer? One will say: "I loved music, =c I
tertained myself playing piano all day Ic-e.
Another will say: 'From 5:00 a.,m. to G:00 p.r.
I examined my ccuscience,' And Our Lord will
answer her: "I have not given you your intelli-
gence just for that, you have spent the day very
badly." Another one will say: "I read many spi-
ritual books yhich I really enjoyed." 'Were you
obliged to do so?" '"No, I aslked for it." For
another her answer will be: "I preached lengthi-
ly to the children, and I did them a great* deal
of good." '"Were you given tiils responsibility?"
"No, on the contrary, they wanted n2 to keep
guiet." I know ot people who could say they
made use of their intelligerce, =zlling uyn o
ful little cifories in their mind.

Let us see what use we have nade of our fa-
culties and to begin with, let us cxamine special-
ly what use we have made of our intellect and the
account we have to rendcr God. He wantye ithe ta—
lent received tc btring forth inter:zst and al t.e
same time produce another talent for his glory,
his service, the sanctification of souls, the
goocé of the Congregation, the spirit of regulari-
ty and perfection in everything. It is almost
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by the sinjp.-:1° 7 of her intentions,
ser uninterrupted rreyer. She used ier intel-
izence ico in studying ilie law oi Godj; she knew
the Seririures and her spivlit pcndered on them,
Afterwards, in her pocr household at Nazarein,
siic was perfect when cooking, sweeping the little
souge which was the home of ihe holy family,
loing everything St. Joseph 1old her to do, gi-
ring orders 1o the Child Jesus. That certainly
vas an easy education, but Our lady always saw
the order of Divine Providence. Whether in
Bethlehem, at Nazareth or in Egypt, her intel-
iect was always occupied with God, and she did
211 the tasks cf a poor worker's wife with a
perfection never equalled.
Later on during the puvlic 1ife c¢if’ Our
Lord, she was perfect, hidden when he wanted it
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soy pnerfect in following him, when he allowed
her to do so; perfect at the foet of the Cross,
wher she contemplated the book which contaius
all science; perfect yhen after the death of her
divine Son she remained with St. John; perfect
i1, the Cenacle where she persevered in prayer
and in charity; perfect when she was a conso-
lation to everycne, remaining in the humility
of an otscure and hidden life in order to be for-
ever the mcdel cf Clhristian women.

Let ueg ask her in honor of her purity to
Le.1 uz verve 5o¢ with great perfection by the
vee of everything he has given us. TYou know the
vrayer of St, Ignatius: '"Lord you have given
re everything, my body, my senses, my intellect,
my will. I give them back to you with entire
liberty; give me only your grace and your love
and that will be enough for me," Now more than
ever, one has to be ardent and generous in God's
service, We are passing through crucial events
which may well be called hours of darkness, If
Qur Lerd does nci find consolation in religious
houses, if he does not find souls completely
cedicated to him, where can he find refuge? His
churches are take: awyay from him; they close the
places for public worship where people of the
world usually went to renew and purify themselves;
he must find refuge and consolation in our hearts
through our fidelity, our fervor, the zeal focr
our perfection axi tiie perfection of the com-
munity. But remember that in order to work for
the perfection of others, we should like Qur
Lady preach by examrle and start by making our-
selves perfect in everything.
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Sunday, Octoher z4, 1880
EXPLALATION OF THE GOSPEL Cii THE T4ALENTS
ON THE USE OF THE WILL

I spoke to you the other day of tie five
talents of which rigorcus acccunt will te
quired from us by Our Lord, when at the end of
our life he will come to judge us. We have syo-
ken of the intellect, which, for ran, is the fire-
of the talents: 1let me speak to you today of
the will.

What a talent, what power is the will! 1%
is the mighty weapon with which we can serve God,
do all for God, always fulfill our duty. Our

vocation as Christians and as religious invariab-
iy binds us to duty, - but Zuly i¢ o word that is
cold and dry, - let us rather szy, to the will of

God, manifested in all his lawe, anc for o reli-
gious, in all her rules, in all that corcerns the
vows which she has made, Who has constantly made
use of her will to always do what pleases God, to
really accomplish her Rule, to really foliow all
the inspirations of God, to really coc all that
pertains to the duty of a religious?

The word duty is sometimes taken in a purely
human sensej but the duty of a religious is a
constant fidelity which she cannot have but with
the ehlp of a very firm will., It is by the weak=-
ness of the will that one falls intc all the ir-
regularities which result from the i11 use of thisz
faculty. Let us take, if you wish, self will,

Do you think it is a strength? I% is a weakness.,
It is will that has no other aim ther itself, To
use all of one's strength, to be obstinate with
211 the energy that one has, ir a thirg which has
for beginning or end our honor, our well being,
our caprice, our taste, our choice, in short
ourselves: this is a weakness; for instead of
having the strength to do always what ie good,
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What < even more commor today is not hari:,.
ary will. How many percons, having resclved =
wallk alons ore way, do not know how to set their
wil®l there! One treads at the same time on two
wvayse. If one is on the road of perfection, of
itle counsele, cof holiness, the will yields to
ail that zcmes its way. One is not determined,
one has n<* taken in an erergetic manner the sgide
of Zod, CGne would “ike to be perfect; but such
an enylorrent, gucl a difficulty, in short fifty
thinss prevent us fronm it. There seems to be
colton wool in the wills eof today. v is 2 =crt
of weakness, a cowardice, a powerlessness *hat
prevent:z one from Leing self-determined in an
energetic manner, Taking a way as perfect as
that of the religious life, one does not give
oneself to it entirely.

The will, it is often said, is a blind force,
because it is determined by the intellect. We
have seen that it is necessary to use one's in-
tellect to know God and all that God wishes us to
do. But the will is further determined by love.
Philosophers in general, make of the will and of
love but one faculty. It is not easy in speak-
ing of perfection to put the two things together;
for in reality, in love, there is a certain deli-
cacy, there is something special which is not the
wille I know well that the will is determined by
love, and this is what makes it incomprehensible
that we do not have a strong will to serve God,
since the love of God should be above all other
loves,

As Christians, we must say every day: 'My
God, I love you with all my heart, with all my
soul, with all my strength above all things."
This is but the simple duty of a Christian: un-
derstand well then how love should perfect itself
in us who are in a higher state. The desire of
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lack a firm will to serve Gud, lets lerself te
drawn gradually by all e movements of nature.
One is fervent if God nds co.solaticn: luke-
warn of darknees follows: in truth, without a
strong will to serve God always
Now, will God ask fronm us an account of our
will? He certainly will, for ne kas given us
this faculty to serve hkim. There is not one
among us who does not have, with the aid of grace,
the strength to atteck hergelf to the gcod that
God shows us: there is not one who will be dep-
rived of thisz streangth necessary for advancing
in virtue. The day we mate "ur J/oWs, wWe nade the
most powerful and the mosi cognificent act of the
will which can ever be macde, Since then, our will
no longer belongs to usj that is to say, it is
ours to ovbey, to be poor, tc ke perfect; but it
is no longer ours to take i% oack, to put it to
some other use. You know full well that the
reatest act of the will is obediﬁnce. Tc obey
dOmanu: a will that is 31wa/3 faithful, always
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who keeps the habit of venial sin is not fit
for frequent communion. That is why if purity
of heart is necessary for a religious, it is
also necessary for every Christian who is a bit
fervent, who works at his sanctification, and
who desires to go frequently to the sacraments.

One should not say that this condition is
too hard. It is very mild. Happy are we, if
in doing this, we would be worthy of Our Lord
making his dwelling in our heart and finding
his pleasure there. Happy are we if in doing
this we can prepare for OQur Lord, to make up
for the churches from which he is driven out,
places where he no longer receives homage, a
heart pure and generous where he finds conso-
lation and repose,

I say, a heart pure and generousj for the
heart is not pure, if it is not generous. For
the heart to be generous, it must respond to all
the demands of God, to all the attractions of
grace, to all the insights of perfection, for
one should clearly see what God demands before
embracing it, so as not to be surprised when one
does not see itj; but when one sees it, one should
give to God all that he asks. If God asks for
more mortification, for more humility, for more
charity, one should make the effort to give it
to him. If God asks with regard to neighbor
more support, more patience, in such and such a
thing which is the ordeal of our life; if he asks
for more prayer, more recollection, or such and
such an effort of virtue, we should not refuse
him,

The generous heart is that which always gives
to God all that he asks, which sacrifices itself
generously, which refuses nothing. In the world,
does one esteem a heart that is not generous?

It is then not surprising that God expects from
ue this generosity with purity. Since a Sister
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asled me what should one do to make one's will
strong, . would say that it is to make one's
hear’, &£oneTouc. Tt i the will and the heart
united to give to God at everymoment, at every
hour, all that one should give hime. It is also
conscience sayings: "] have promised to God, 1
have given him that which he asked me when 1
bound myself by the vows to follow the Rule:
now I want to give him all by my fervor. 1 will
hold fast, without ceasing, to where honor 1is,
there where nobility 1s, where firmness ise I
will use all the strength of my soul to serve
God with a generous will and consequently, with
an upright heart.

T¢ purity and generosity, I will add fide-
1ity. It is one of the qualities attributed to
the Blzcssed Virgin, since the Church proclaims
her VIRGO FIDELIS. Fidelity is identified with
a1l that I have just said. It is the firm will
to give to God all that he asks, that makes the
virgin very faithful; and God expects from his
spouse fidelity in everything, fidelity in 1lit-
tle things, fidelity in great things, fidelity
in this tender, constant love, which she should
have for Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Why did I, for a moment separate the heart
from the will? It is because in the heart of a
virgin, there are treasures of love, of tender-
ness, of fidelity. Wwhy would not these treasures
be for God? Why should not all this tenderness,
a1l this delicacy be for God?

Tt is related in the 1ife of St. Gertrude
that one day she took the crucifix in her hands
and, detaching the nails which held Our Lord tc
the Cross, she covered with tears, with kisses
and with perfume all the wounds of the Savior,
healing them in some Way.... You are not asked
for this exterior act of tenderness; but at
leact, let your heart be occurpied with consoling
Our Lord by acts of profound tenderness. Adore
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his wounds, his broken limbe, his divine hands,
his sacred feet, Love the Blessed Virgin who is
his throne, his dwelling, the only place on earth
where Our Lord found his real repose and his real
joys TYou are capable of tenderness: direct this
tenderness towards your Spouse, and at the same
time that you are striving to make your heart
pure and generous make it tender, devoted, bind-
ing it to Our Lord. Refer to him all the thoughts
all the tenderness that you can possibly have.
You see him suffer for you, show him likewise
vour love and your gratitude; and if at times it
happens to you to have before your eyes the re-
memberance of a great suffering; if you recall
the anguish or the agony of a person who was
dear to youj; if you remember having seen a poor
crerson, broken, unhappy, recall the sufferings
2 Qur Lord. That will help you to have more
charity, for you will see God in the creature
and that will also bring you close to Qur Lord.
You will see him in his anguish, you will picture
to yourself the pain in his heart, the pain in
lis body, you will follow all the painful move-
rernts which must have been caused in this agony
on the cross, the most painful of all agonies,
for there was nothing to soothe it and relieve it.
This is what I thought I would tell you to
induce you to give to Our Lord the hundredfold
that he expects from you. There are people who
give one per cent: it is already a lot, and OQur
Lordé contents himself with that; but we religious,
we are called to something more, we are called to
give thirty fold and a hundred fold. Let us try
to bear much fruit in a great love of God and
Qur Lord Jesus Christ, in great purity, in great
tenderness, in great fidelity, in great generosi-
ty. Let us try to develop in us all the qualities
in the heart of a virgin, spouse of Jesus Christ,
so that on the day of eternal reward, we should be
able to give a hundred fold, if God gives us the
grace,
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
PREPARING FOR OUR LORD'S COMING
BY PURITY OF HEART
December 5, 1880

Every year, during Advent, when we recite
the Divine Office, so full of the desires of the
ancient world for the coming of the Messiah, we
should have in our souls the same dispositions,
calling Jesus with great longinge.

Qur Lord dwells in our souls; you receive
him in holy communion, you are consecrated to
him, but how fully does he live in your heart?

Is he the only master? Should he not come to
you in a certain newness of heart? He ardently
desires to possess more fully your soul. It is
a thing of beauty in his eyes, since it is the
most perfect of all things created, being en-
dowed with the power to reflect his image. He
can f£ill it with himself, and he yearns to do so.

When he came to earth, his purpose was to
redeem souls with his blood, since they are the
object of his love and his desire. Can you real-
ly say that Our Lord is the absolute master of
your soul, and that there is nothing in your
heart which is not his? This is what you have
tc strive for during Advent? calling Jesus with
the ardour of your desire.

Father d'Alzon used to say when he was
young: "My ever-ruling thought is this: if I put
my hands together, and there is between them a
sheet of paper, they are not perfectly together.
In the same way, if there is the least thing
between my soul and God, I am not perfectly united
to him, and all my efforts, my desire, are to re-
move what prevents me from being united to God".
Do this, and get rid of anything in your soul
that takes the place which should belong to Jesus.
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Let nothing stand between you and Our Lord:
nothing created, but specially nothing of self,
of your desires, your inclinations, your ways,
nothing of the past, stirrings of the present

or thoughts of the morrow, nothing which, stand-
ing between you and God, prevents a perfect union
of your soul to God,

I often say that what we must seek in the
religious life is love of God, perfection, union
with God. But this too is what every soul needs
to go directly to God after death. If there is
anything between the soul and God at that moment,
it has to be cleansed by the fire of purgatory.
We have not perhaps a realistic enough idea of
what this fire of purgatory is, and that is why
we run the risk of suffering it, to enjoy some
paltry satisfaction. If we knew that we should
go through a raging fire in order tc have it, we
certainly would not seek it., Nevertheless, what
would this temporary suffering be compared ito the
sufferings of purgatory? Any soul who still he-
sitates to break its bonds, must use every means
to free herself and give herself wholly to God.
Advent is a propitious time for this effort.

The Church continually puts on our lips the words:
"Send victory like a dew, you heavens, and let
the clouds rain it down". (Is. 45,8) Also: "Let
every valley be filled in, every mountain and
hill be laid low, let every cliff become a plain"
(Is. 40,4), that is, be made single, without
rough spots, without confusion, capriciousness

or uneveness - for this is what is meant by the
hill and the valleys., And then Qur Lord will
find a road both straight and smooth when he
comes to us at Christmas,

Our Lord came on earth specially for his
Father's glory, but he was also attracted by the
beauty of our soul. It must have been very beau-
tiful in his eyes, since he did so much to puri-
fy it and to redeem it. Is it as precious in
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our own eyes, as in the eyes of God? Have we as
earnest a desire to purify it, to sanctify it,
to fill it with all of heaven's treasures as Qur
Lord had, when he came to Bethlehem, to begin Lis
1ife of sacrifice, which was to end v Calvary?
This time of Advent must not be wasted, and we
must use it to renew these desires of perfection
in our soul. We should long for holiness, put
far from our soul anything which might deserve
God's avenging fire, and we should so live that
death finds us completely abandoned 1o God and
filled with his love,

lLet us put all our attention into the prayers
which Holy Church suggests during this time of
Advent. Let us fill our heart with the desires
they express. Let us ask Our Lord to come to us,
and let us give ourselves to him from the depth
of our soul, so he may dwell in us., So mary cha-
pels, so many sanctuaries have been desecrated
and taken away from God's service. Let us offer
Our Lord a dwelling in our soul, soO that we can
console him for all those offences, It is said
of St. Gertrude, that Our Lord found a dvelling-
place of joy in her heart. How I wish that this
could be said of you! Il is up to us, and we
should try to do so more ardently during this time.

gince we have the privilege of daily Adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament, we should try to
make reparation for all those who offend Our Lord
in the sacrament of his love, and this not so
much through exterior acts as through the inner
dispositions of our soul. Let us build this
temple which St. Francis of Sales speaks about,
where God dwells in the highest part of the soul,
where the will is always ready for sacrifice,
for acceptance of his will, where we can surround
the Blessed Trinity and Our Lord with the homage
so many refuse him. Let us do our all to show
him our love.
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PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS
December 19, 1880

We are going to celebrate Christmas in a
few days, and we have just had the feast of the
Immaculate Conception, I feel sure that you have
thought about the Preparation Qur Lord asks of
you, rather similar to what he asked of the Bles~
sed Virgin to make her his Mother. 1In order to
be worthy to receive Jesus, Mary was given a spot-—
less purity and 1as immaculate fronm the first ing—
tant of her conception, Starting with this unique
privilege, she surpassed all the Saints by her
perfect fidelity to grace, her love of God, and
the practice of all virtues,

Such was Mary when she received Our Lord
Jesus Christ., e should now think about ourselves
and see what Gogd wants to find in our souls, since
at Christmas Our Lord gives himself to us, When
Jesus was born, le yas adored by the shepherds
and the Wise Men, but he also came to give him-
self to all men. He asks of souls a certain pre-
paration, purity, holiness, so that he can give
himself more intimately.

I need not tel; you that for all of us, as
for all Christians, it is baptism which gives us
that fundamental holiness that makes us worthy
and fit to recejve Jesus. This can be said of us
and of all baptized Christians, s for the shep-
herds who were called to the stable, they were not
baptized but they had received the rite of cir-
cumcision, they followed the Law, and they were
those just men who had been purified by the ex—
pectation of the promised Messiah, The Wise Men
did not belong to the Jewish race, but they ex-
bected g Saviour, and they were the firstfruit
of the Gentiles,

For us, it g of faith that at Baptism the
Blessed Trinity somes into the soul and makes
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tl.ere its dwelling-place. We have all been bap-
vized, oul it Is almosi impossible to think that,
Wwith the evil inclinations left in us by original
sin, we have not tarnished our baptismal robe.
some defile it by serious sins, and they are

most unhappy. Others fall into venial sins, bad
dispositions, or certain acts which tarr.ish their
spotless baptismal robe and take auay its splen-
dour. We must therefore try o give back to our
ccul its svlerciour and its beazuiye It is the sac—
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Consider your souls as temples of the Blessed
Trinity. In deep recollection, see yourselves
in the presence of the most Blessed Trinity, who
can bear nothing which is not spotless., Anrd it
is for this reasor that you must avoid the least
stain, Not only are you under the most pure,
most holy and divine eyes of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit, not only have they chosen
you as their dwelling, but they want you to eat
and drink the body and blocd of Jesus Christ,
and to have within you the Incarnate Word, whom
Mary bore in her chaste womb, so that you may be-
come other Christs, "alter Christus", on earth,
through the imitation of his virtues,

This is a fruitful subject for meditation,
We should try to go deepr into our innermost being,
and make a complete cleavage with all the evil
there is in our nature. I have known many pecple
who are not quite convinced of this truth, that we
should suppress even permissible satisfactions,
after we have suppressed those that are not al-
lowed. For instance, as regards friendship,
those who formerly enjoyed certain friendshirs -
not necessarily evil — should be more austere in
this regard, so as to curb the inclinations of
their nature, In the same way, those who gave
way to pride, to anger, should be more relentless
in striving to ke humble and patient before God,
so holy and so perfect., One should not say there-
fores "I have a natural inclination to friendship,
I need this and that'"., This is not at all in the
order of spiritual perfection. The soul can also
have supernatural needs: she may feel the need
of God, of obedience, of humiliation, of poverty.
These needs are legitimate, and one can very well
satisfy them. But when you find that you reed
natural affectior, human cornsolation, beware,
For all this is only the result of the evil in-
clinations you formerly gave into by venial sin,

The soul should tear itself from such incli-
nations. She should be more austere in regard to
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things she had accepted, more mortified in those
things in which she followed her natural inclina~
tions which led her to venial sins. When a tree
leans on one side, it ir made to gc in the op-
prosite direction, by being straightened up and
tied to a strorg post. All this will perhaps
seem to you very austere, but it is a great joy
to a soul to be made perfectly straight in the
sight of the Blessed and adorable Trinity.

It is said of St. Teresa that the reason
why she so exaggerated the faults she had com-
mitted was that she habitually lived in the pre-
sence of the most blessed Trinity. Through recol-
lection, she had gecne deep into the innermost part
of her soul, where God dwells, and the sight of
divine beauty and holiness made her see as hate-
ful ard unworthy whatever in her soul was contra-
ry to this holiness. You also have been made to
1ive in this divine presence. When you were bap-
tized, just like St. Teresa, you received the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Your soul
is more or less pleasing to the Holy Trinity.
Perhaps there is a veil between you and God, be-
cause you are not yet detached enough, purified
enough from exterior things. But your soul is
the temple of God, and it 1s because you are the
temple of God that you receive Holy Communion
and hope after death to possess Jesus forever.,
Take great care of this temple — I wish I could
find the right words to express my thought - your
care must be respectful, tender, full of faith,
of attention, of love, of all those sentiments
which go to make up supreme Jjoye.

Try to acquire perfect purity. It will not
be a purity that surpasses all others, such as
shineg in the Blessed Virgin Mary, but a purity
as great as is compatible with your fallen nature.
strengthen this purity by all the efforts you
make to preserve your soul from all stain, and by
the love-inspired jealousy with which you will
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OUR LORD CALLS US TO SPOUSE HINM
IN HIS LOLY INFALCY

Decent:er 24, 1630
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but this was simple poverty. not distress, not
the privation of ell things. There were but a
few things, it ic true, but =t least there was
some linen, a feu bowls; one had ihe fruiis of

a day's vwork, a place to lay one's head. Our
Lord Jesus Christ did not content himself with
this; he willed -~ in obedience to the orders

of earthly powers who unwittingly carried out
the orders of divine Providence - he willed his
mother to set out on a journey, tc come to Beth-
lehem where, driven away from every house, she
had to seek shelter with the beasts of the field,
and there she brought forth her only son, her
first born, the Only Son of the Father in the
splendors of heaven.

It is this Bridegroom, poor and humble, that
Mary presents you with, I see him meek, obedient,
stripped of everything, coming to ask for shelter
and not finding any, calling you to give him in
your heart the shelter others refuse him and to
espouse him in his divine infancy. The Blessed
Virgin summons us 1o this state, because her un-
equalled glory which started with her immaculate
cotiception, comes to its fulness in her divine
Motnerhocd, and passes.through the Cross to her
Assusption which is our mystery. It is that As-
surplion that we hope to have a part in one day,
when we shall have merited and suffered here be-
low, and that having passed by the cross we shall
g£c to heaven. There is in this, then, a design
of Providence,

The Infant Jesus gives himself to us; we
belong to him, because it is at his crib that we
come to renew our vows. What do we see in him?
Such meekness, such humility! What a perfect
picture of poverty, because it is extreme! What
a picture of perfect obedience - one takes him,
lie is laid here and there, they dispose of him at
will! What a picture of perfect silence - he is
inffang! He cannot speak, he probably will not
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begin to speak before the age of eighteen ronths:
he who is the Eternal Word keeps silence iu the
arms of his mother. What a picture too of nurity.,
of spirit of sacrifice! Those small hands, divine
and adorable, formed us!

Scripture says thal man is the york of God's
hands. Of course God has no hands, and this ex-—
pression should not be taken iiterally. 1t means
however, that to fashien the masterpiece of all
creation, to form that creature in which he wanted
to see his image, God set himself to work in a
special way, the Blessed Trinity itself was in-
volved in his creatiorn. Everything was made 1v
the Word; the Word is that infant who gives hir-
self to us; and one can rightly say that those
small hands of God fashioned the clay from which
we came. Those small hands, S0 pure, so full of
heavenly gifts - you know what destiny awaits
them. One day, they will be nailed to the cross,
i+ is for 1his ihat he hag them., Those small hancs
of the Infant Jesus that yoa would like to i.iss
are destined to the wost dreadful suffering; bic
divine body, formed by the action of the Holy
Spirit and from the pure blood of the Virgin Marg,
is marked out to be the price of our redemntion,
the victim offered for the salvation of mankind.

The things of ihe eartl were given to man
by God. Tc derive joy from their usage is per-~
fectly in order. If therefore, Our Lord denied
himself these legitimale pleasures, it was to set
an example for usj; e wished it to be so. He has
known only sacrifice and mortification; it is this
very infant, given {c us in purity and sacrifice,
who wants us for his spouses. In tke very begin-
ning, when God gave pdam a companion, he said:

"It is not good that the man should be alonej; I
will make him a help-mate.' (Gen. 11,18)

You are the spouses cf Jesus Christ, you are
therefore meant tc be a help similar to him. This
is how God understands our destiny. When God
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care wowan to man, he warted to give him a helyp
iike vrto pimselfy and wher. Jesus Christ corsents
to raise a human creature tu the dignity of a
spouge, it iz so that she may help him in his
missizcn, so that che be ad utorium simile sibi.
When God takes a man 1¢ be iis priest, it is so
that man continue his priesthood and sacrifice,
that e stand between Gocd and his peonle appeas-—
ing God and converting the peonle.

as for us women, we are not called to the
nriecs-necdy Lut as we are called to become spouse
of Je=ivz Christ, Our Lord exvects fro:x us sore-
ni-gelf eri coneining for his peorple:

2}

ethiing. ig adiutorium siwile sibi,
a e i 4o Jesae Christ. Whoever saye iike
does © "egual' tut of the same kind. Yonu
may nave at times aciticed a certain likenese he-

'J
.

tween -~ o sicsters: even i one is very beautiful
and e other ertremely usly, there is however,
comioy o heth, a family irait. You cannot bLe as
beau*iful as the I:.fant Jes.s. but you can feel as
he does, you can be like Li, be of the same fa-
milye I u»nov seelrs woul, ore discerns a few
mariz: of his poverty, ris meekness, his humility,
i ¢ rurity, tis sacrifice, thern

“ie sredlence, b

b
e similar t

You & ¢ hir, you recemble him; then
you are indeed what he wants you to become as he
deig.: i give you the title of spouse, He makes

of voi net merely !is sister, his spcuse, but he
malkes you his helwer, that is, he wants you to
fulfiil in this world a mission siuilar to his
ovn., Avove all, he wants tlat, like him, you
give glory to his Father.

The first vorc he uttered in coming to the
wvorld is this: "Here I ar~, I ar coming, 0 .y
God *o do your will," (Ps.38) (Hebr.X,7) Later
on he will say: '"The hour will couse, in fact it
is here alrescy, u:en true worshippers will wolP-
ship the Father in svirit and truth. (Jn.4,23)
The T'irst mark of resemblance a soul must bear



