KBy dear Daughters, s z
Our Mother spoke of St. M. Aloysia who wad
dying, of her fidelity, her sufferings, her reli-

gious &pirit, her cheerfulness and generosity, and
2dded: "You car understand how t.at relieves me
of all dnxicty on her account", Ard she went on:
"4e can, ask ourselves if we acceri our sufferings,
reat apd gmall, in thé sace 8zirit? do we value
* 1em as a grace? are our dispositions all charity
and goodwill towards God, all obedience and fide-
lity to the Rule, all subanission, humility, pa-
tience in all circumstances? Are we idtent-on
. ¥eproducicg the sririt of the Gospel in our lives?
~8 daughters of the Assumption, we are called to
& very close union witk the Divine Ferson of Cur
lord cesus Christ, in a spirit of faith and prayer
and love for the Church, and this spifit must be
drawn froc authentic sources. It is customary in
all Religious Orders as acong us to éake‘an exami-
natibn from time to time, at least once a month,
as though we were about to appear before God, and
in this examination we should see how far we are
striving to observe Our Rule, how far we live by
the Gospel spirit which is a supernatural spirit
that puts up with everything, that turns every-
thing into charity, and that changes the hgrd
things of this life into money Qith which to buy




the sood thi;ga of eterna, ife. Lo mEEY Sqve
coaviction that uhat buys heaven is haria'
-ferings. "This is not the rule for nuns onl-,
Some nuns are perhaps not convinced enough of tn .,
Do you imagine that people in the worid do rnci hava
to suffer to get to Heaven? TYou 128y answer i

thery have consolations and yXaasures
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tions. That mayte. But sooner or latar c . miz

trials, losses, great sulieringe, andi what ig
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buys Heaven for them. we nuns neecd tc cenvines ¢
selves more than other Pecple do of tais trutk, . -
have choéen @ state of perfection, and sirce we aiz
at a higher place in Heqvern, ncercr tc Cur Lord
than people of the world, we au.t use cur sulier-

irgs as steps to go upwWards more pcrfect lcocwe a-4

clcser unior with Him for Zternity.,

Cur sorrowis deep vhen God calls tmos~ we love
to their reward. But even :ina this heartacre we
know that everything here below passes away and
only Eternity is abiding: virtue, like seeds of
grace sown in our souls, will one day, provided we

cultivate them, yield a harvest o7 glory for Goc,

So, my dear Daughters, what really rattcers is
to zake our life zoly. To long for death ot
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producing the flowers and fruit of virtue aould be
unforgivable childishness iz a nun, DNol we nust
learn rather to Surn to rrofit the tice that stiltl
remains to us. Cultivate the garden of your so\l\

with care and love, so that vhen the D1v1ne Gardo-\
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My dear Daughters,

Our vocation is to follow our Lord as closely
as possible, and so the study of His words and His
thoughts and feelings towards the peorle He canme

in contact with, is of great importance to ua.

To start with, take the Apostles. they we:e
Taithful ari devcted friendis o’ His. Though they
were still weak ani caz:cble -of morentary falls,
still they were Xis servanzs and srecial frienas,
and it was by them that the ingdor of Cod was to
be ectabliszed on earth. iotide how everything
fe said t: them was directed towards establishing
the truth iIa thez. Ye =zust 4o the sz'e with our
friends and with the peonle we come in contact zand
Bore intipate witz. Cur taik mus: always be die
rectdd towards higher tzings. We cust always try
to give truth ard the love of 3Jod, so as to 1lift
souls to rore excellent ways. we have a wonder-
ful exapple of this in Our Lord's discourse after
the Last Supper,

Cur Lord had enemies. 4nd though “e never
treated anyone as an enemy, there were people who
had the misfortune to be in opposttion to Him and
wvho betrayed Him. «#ith His words and ways with
them for example with Judas. How calm and gentle
Our.Lord was! arnd how to the very end He dig
21l he could to reclaiz this wretched Apestle.




taking Cur lord asz rour model ang trring te igiw-
tate Him. Loox at His attitude towards His Ae
postles, towards *hosec who contradicted His teache

&

ing, and those who betraved dinm, towards His Apose

tles, tcwards His ernenie

to whoz He handed Himself over wholly. Then Jlook
"

o)
at what He i® towards th different characters a-

e
rong His followers: Yartha, Mary, Kagdalene, Our
Lady, the Apostles. ‘nd then say® "that is what

I must be like in ry cealings with others; I must
try to have the sare sririt so as to lead others
to God, and drop all that is rely my poor human
characteristics and egotism. we are in this world
Afor one thing only, namely, to serve and glorify
God, and not for any self-seeking nor for cur own
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towards buildine “r thz ringior cf God,
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It would have been a consolation to have
followed the ipostles after “entecost. <Yhey were
80 holy, so gererous, so fui1 ol God. And what
ardour they had to raie (osa “nown and loved by
¢reatures: and what sort orf creztures! sinners,

ignorant anid bvagd peozle. The Apostles united cha-

(@]
rity ani zeal to get teorle to accept the truth.
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That is hcw St. rfeter z2rnd ot. dohn and St. Earto-
r
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lomew and tn er Aapostles won so many souls to

Christ anc evingelized so bany countries. They

were so lixe Him in treir Srecech and actions and

wWays. By the grace of tre Zoly ~pirit, they be-
i

a
came other Charists, “e too are called to follow

5 and even His executioners,




Our Lord and to be like Him. We have to strive to
be tramsformed imto His likeness in our ordinary
life and occupations and in our dealings with
people around us, so that every word we sary will
do the work of charity and peace and will te

kind and lo.ing and supernatural, because we ghall
be full of God.
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My dear Daughters,
¢ Today, I have a generel recommerdation to make

that can be applied to your whole life: be fervent.
Indeed, what would the Religious Life without fer-
vour? The religious life is a state we chose free-
ly. It sets us apart from the ordinary conditions
of life in order to give us more freedonm to prace
tise the Evangelical Counsels. By .entering Reli-
gion we promised God to love Him more generously,
mo™e constantly, more faithfully, and b7 making

our Vows, which is considered an act of purfect

love and is like a mecond Baptiem we were purified

from the stains of our past life.

However, the Religious Life does not free us
from tepedity and that is an evil agairst which
we must be on our guard. Being tepid means let-
ting oneself go easily into venial sins and impere
fections, and not putting enough generosity into
one's duty. Now fervour is just the contra-y, and
I want to show you what characterises it in thought
and deed.

First, in thought, fervour is 8imply a great
love for God that prefers God to self ard to all
things and makes the soul try constantly to show
Him her love. *t makes one flee with horror
from anything that could offend Him, and fight a=
gainst all venial sins and all that might dis- Q\
please (Him) the Beloved. When oneloves God thus <>




above all things no preoccupation or suffering can
. turn one auay.}rom Him.. That is one mark of fer-
vour in thought. And I add another: take every-
thing that happens from the hand of God; ignore
secondary causes, look only at God who directs
everything, and trust yourself wholly only in Kis
hands for whatever He may want. I do not say that
one always does that straight away, But if any=-
thing of the kind worries you persistently trvy to
find peace in prayer and to fit in with the will
of God, as St. Francis of Sales useddito say,
“"tacher de s'angoisser'", until you can submit
ﬁeacefully to the rlans of Providence.

God often mingles crosses with the graces He
Prepares for us because it is by the cross that
one comes to Eternal Salvation. It is an act of
love and also an act of wisdom to prefer God's
guidance to any other, and to believe that if ke
sends us suifering, He has prepared it for us in
a supremely wise and excellent way. If you love
God you will love what He wvants, and your heart
will have a leaning towards all Hise preferences
and will say in all circumstances: "Yes, my God,
whatever you want, as you want it, and when you
want it", To receive everything in this way from
God's hands and to purify our intention 80 &8s ale
ways to obey Him and choose what pleases Him:
that is the way to be always and in all thingaﬁt
fervent and holy. \'\




tions. It

ébaiir for tho
is quite simple. Do all that the Rule and obedience
requires, generously and whatever it may cost. That

is what the Catechism means by "knoving God, loving
Hiam and serving Him". If you know Him, you leave
everything, and yourself to His Providence if you
love Eim, you trust Him; and if you will to serve
Him, you do so by every act of youk life and with
all possible perfection, because that is what our
all holy and all perfect God deserwes.

Exazine Sisters, how far you carry this out
and how much your mind and heart and soul are oce
cupied with the Will of God and with the adoration
" of His rights. See too if love is the mainspring
of all.you do, and if it purifies your intention,.
And then look at your actions to find out if you
do your best to keep the Rule and to obey as
fait}iful servant of God ought to.

Whenever you have met a nun who did all this
you must have said to yomnself: "What a #arvent
Religious! She overcomes difficulties, (for there
are always difficultie’ in odbeyigg and keeplng
the Rule), but she overcomes them "corde magno
et animo bloenti™ with a great heart that knows
how to will. She loves God and because she loves

Him she wants to be fervent in all she does',

I hope Sisters, that everyone of you is
saying: "I do not wantto be tepid, I want to be
fervent, as I must love God. I must give Him a




constant proof of my love by livimg up to the
Highest pringiples and imspirations of my better
self. That is how I cam alwvays try to serve Biu
and accept all His Providence sends". This is
so easy enought to understand, but it is not so

easy always to carry it out. So duing the month
of the Rosary, we must put ourselves in the

hands of Mary. She always clung close to God's
will and her love for Him was superabundant. She
did what pleased BEim with all possible obedience
and fidelity and perfection. Ask her to get us

a share in these same graces, though of course
in a lesser degree. kay she often obtain for

us the grace 6o follow her, since we are her
daughters, and never fall into tepidity or care-

lessness,




